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Anyone wishing to volunteer for our club at the mineral show 
should contact us via the club website which can be found on 
the back of this newsletter.

New Elections

All votes are in, and the new officers have been annouced. 
President Paul Van Schaick will stay in office. Anne Woods 
is the new Vice President. Helen Eckler will remain the 
secretary. Ruth Schmidt has stepped down as treasurer. And 
Robert Stitham will take her place as treasurer following a 
few technical delays.

Electronic Newsletter

Please consider switching over to an electronic newsletter. 
Once again, interested participants should contact George 
Gearhardt or Anne Woods at schmanie@albanyrockclub.
com.

This Just In

Many Facets Rock Shop on New Karner Road in Albany, NY 
has officially closed it’s doors. It was bought out by people 
planning to sell rocks via a website.

Finding Rocks and Fossils Between 
Hard Places: a Look Back on 2005

by Don Kauffman

Looking back on 2005, we may note a year of geological-en-
vironmental fear and terror.  We were constantly reminded that 
living on earth is a struggle against forces difficult to predict 
and patently impossible to control. 

Between hard realities of earth living there were, simultane-
ously, discoveries of great geological and paleontological 
interest This is a review of events club members may have 

February Meeting

The February meeting of the Capital District Mineral Club 
will be held on Thursday, February 2, 2006 (groundhog day).  
We will meet in Meeting Room B on the concourse level of 
the New York State Museum, Madison Ave., Albany, NY (un-
less otherwise noted at the front security desk).  Please sign 
in and out at the security desk.  The museum doors will be 
open from 7:00-7:15pm and the meeting will begin around 
7:30pm.  Please be on time since after 7:15pm, we will no 
longer let you in.

February Program

Bruce Murray will be presenting a program titled “Basic 
Identification of Minerals”. This program is designed to help 
rockhounds identify several minerals which they may encoun-
ter in the field.  Bruce will show us the materials that members 
should carry in the field to help identify unknown minerals 
they encounter.  For the labotory portion of this lecture, a 
box of unknown minerals, four known minerals, and a flow 
chart will be given to groups of two of more persons who will 
work together to identify the unknown minerals.  Bruce will 
then explain how the flowchart and the identification process 
works, and give an example of how to do it using the chart. 
Bruce will be on hand if any questions should arise.

Dues Are Due
. 
If your friend has renewed and they did not receive a news-
letter, have them call George Gearhardt (355-0670) imme-
diatly.

Trustees Meeting

Chairman Bob Ballad held the required annual trustee meet-
ing on Saturday January 14, 2006.  Many people attended. 
The tenative budget for 2006 was discussed and well as the 
revised version of the bylaws which appear in this issue for 
your perusal. The bylaws new version will be voted on at the 
March 2006 meeting.



missed because of tumultuous events splashed across news-
papers and television feeds.

In January, as we witnessed aftermath of the recent Asian 
tsunami, an amateur fossil hunter from Maryland announced 
existence of what are believed to be first ever tracks of a plant-
eating dinosaur. This species, Hypsilophodon, was previously 
known only to early Cretaceous Montana and England. 

In February as post tsunami tremblers were recorded globally 
and heavy rains in California launched mudslides, construc-
tion workers in a Denver suburb uncovered an ancient settle-
ment once inhabited by nomadic hunters. A very concerned 
location superintendent, fearing recent vandalism might 
threaten valued artifacts took action to secure the site. He then 
called experts to evaluate the discovery. These efforts ensured 
archaeologists would be able to study “ a time period about 
which they know relatively little”.

June launched into what would be a summer of prolonged 
heat. At this time a calcite formation in New Mexico referred 
to as “Snowy River” was announced by a Colorado-based 
speleologist.  This two-mile long white cavern passage is 
touted to be the “largest continuous calcite formation in the 
world”. Scientists had kept a lid of secrecy on the site so the 
delicate cave environment could be evaluated.  

In July one of our British cousins declared a quarry in Wales 
the “exact source” for stones used to build famous Stone 
Henge. He failed to offer explanation as to why a “family” 
of Welshmen may have attempted to “carry” stones from 
southwestern Wales to famed Salisbury Plain. 

In September after hurricane Katrina, it appeared to rain 
mastodon and mammoth teeth in Illinois.  A museum pale-
ontologist reported that nearly half a dozen people had found 
tusks or teeth of those 10,000 year-old ancestors to our modern 
pachyderms. Discovery of so many teeth in an area once in-
habited by giants of the last Ice Age was attributed to effects 
of summer drought on evaporating local wetlands. 

Another mid-west find, a collector announced finding a 1,400-
pound “cone-shaped” meteorite buried in southern Kansas.   
Experts said it might be part of a large meteorite that exploded 
and scattered several tons of fragments centuries ago.  

During wet, soggy October an Alien-like nightmarish toothy 
marine animal surfaced in online news. Scientists in Texas 
described a new Jurassic age creature with an extended snout 
full of long ripping, jagged teeth. Appearing to be the length 
of a small car with “paddle-like limbs” instead of land legs 
and a “fish-like” navigating tail this sea-going crocodile-like 
creature called Dakosaurus could have given Jaws a run for 
his money.

Nipping closely the tale of Dakosaurus, an amateur Texas fos-
sil hunter reported final scientific confirmation of a discovery 
he had made in 1989. His find of a completely preserved mosa-
saur was recognized as an early evolutionary species with what 
were described as “small feet and hands” which later became 
developed paddles. Previously this animal with transitional 
limbs had only been found in lands of the Middle East.

November reports noted dinosaurs might have eaten grass. 
What’s so special about this? Whereas most of us are aware 
of plant eating dinos, scientists delving into coprolite have 
traced botanical grass evolution as far back as about 70 million 
years. This discovery was made in central India and may set 
a standard for grazing sauropods on that continent.

Also in November, volunteers with North Dakota’s Geologi-
cal Survey revealed finding a complete skull and lower jaw 
providing a picture of a small 30-million year old miniature 
mountain lion having 1 ½ inch-long canine teeth. The remains 
of this saber-toothed cat were found in an area described as 
an ancient pond.  

Fear bugs? Then fear this. A scientist in Scotland’s far north 
opened December announcing the finding of tracks left by 
a giant, six-legged water scorpion. A huge bug described as 
being five feet long and three feet wide left little doubt that 
at one time it gained enough limb strength to “drag” itself 
out of a watery environment. We have yet to see a picture of 
this giant but it would take a “really big shoe” to squash one 
such Bugzilla.
And speaking of shoes, it now appears our most famous fly-
ing fossil may have had little dino feet. Some Washington 
(DC?) scientist has been retro-examining our old friend, 
Archaeopteryx. He has concluded paleontology’s first bird 
may have had dinosaur-like feet. Actual controversy is as to 
whether this feathered fossil had a reversed toe that would 
allow it to perch like its present day ancestors. Thank good-
ness dinosaurs didn’t fly!

This year we are notably devoid of rock and mineral discov-
eries. This is most likely due to some human self-centered 
curiosity as to past civilizations, birds or behemoths. 

Those of us who are willing to look beneath our feet and take 
interest in places of rock and crystalline beauty will read our 
newsletters, attend our meetings and then share our own dis-
coveries of rocks and fossils between hard places of life. 

 
Upcoming Mineral Shows

February 1- February 28, 2006. Quartzite, AZ: 6th annual 
show, “Desert Gardens International Gem & Mineral Show” 
1055 Khuen Blvd.; 125 to 200 dealers from around the world, 
rocks, rough, slabs, cabs, jewelry, beads, fossils, rough and cut 



Who are we? Betchya can’t guess...

stones, crystals, silver, equipment, lapidary supplies; contact 
Sandra McAllister, P.O. Box 2818, Quartzsite, AZ 85346, 
(928) 927-6361; e-mail:dggemshow@ureach.com.

January 28-February 11, 2006. Tucson, AZ: Show, “Ari-
zona Mineral & Fossil Show” Martin Zinn Expositions; 
The InnSuites Hotel, 475 N. Granada;The Mineral & Fossil 
Marketplace, 1333 N. Oracle Rd.;  Clarion Hotel-Randolph 
Park, 102 N. Alvernon Wy.; Smuggler’s Inn, 6350 E. Speed-
way; Ramada Inn Limited, 665 N. Freeway; 10-6 daily, Sun. 
10-5; free admission; Contact Martin Zinn Expositions, P.O. 
Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004, fax (505) 867-0073; e-mail: 
mz0955@aol.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com.

January 28- February 11, 2006. Tucson, AZ: Show; AKS Gem 
Shows; Howard Johnson, 1010 S. Freeway (I-10 and Starr 
Pass Blvd.); La Quinta, 750 W. Starr Pass Blvd. (I-10 and 
Starr Pass Blvd.); 10-7 daily; contact Kay Schabilion, P.O. 
Box 24552, New Orleans, LA 70184, (504) 455-6101; Web 
site: www.aksshow.com.

January 31-February 6, 2006. Tucson, AZ: Show; The Bead 
Renaissance Shows; 3340 E. Michigan, next to the Holidome; 
Tue. 10-6, Wed. 12-9, Thu. 12-9, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-
6, Mon. 10-6; free admission; Contact J&J Promotions, P.O. 
Box 420, Williamsburg, NM 87942, (505) 894-1293; e-mail: 
info@beadshow.com; Web site: www.beadshow.com.

February 25-26, 2006. Albany, NY: 13th annual show and sale, 
“James Campbell Memorial Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show 
and Sale” New York State Academy of Mineralogy, Capital 
District Mineral Club; 4th floor, New York State Museum, 
Empire State Plaza, Madison Ave.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; ad-
mission $5; includes the New York in Bloom Flower Show; 
Contact Mike Hawkins, (518) 486-2011 or (518) 473-7154; 
e-mail: mhawkins@mail.nysed.gov.

Sawing out crystals at walworth, NY.
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Website:
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    Capital District Mineral Club
    P.O. Box 12814
    Albany, NY 12212-2814

The purpose of our club is:

• To promote and encourage the study of mineralogy 
and other applied sciences.

• To cooperate with educational and scientific insti-
tutions in order to bring about a better and more 
general understanding of earth sciences.

• To provide a program with suitable speakers for 
scheduled meetings.  

• To sponsor, direct, and assist in the planning of 
excursions to mineral localities and other places 
of geological interest.

• To cooperate with organizations whose purposes 
are similar to those stated in the foregoing items.


