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Electronic Newsletter.
Anyone wishing to have an electronic newsletter rather 
than a paper copy, please contact George Gearhardt. Tell 
him to take your name off of the labels for the Newslet-
ter, and to put your e-mail on a list to receive an Adobe 
PDF copy of the Newsletter. Completely going electronic 
will save the club about $800 a year (calculation based 
on 4 page newsletter).  So far Anne has heard from about 
3 people that this is the path they wish to go, however, due 
to the amount of work it would cause Anne, she is avoiding 
the issue untl she hears from more people.

Volunteers Alert 
Mike Hawkins from the New York State Museum in Albany, 
NY has announced the February Gem, Mineral, and Fossil 
Show & Sale dates as February 25-26, 2006. Volunteers 
will be needed to distribute the “official” mineral show 
posters throughout the capital district in January and Feb-
ruary. A meeting will be held in January 2006 to hand out 
the posters and set a schedule by town to put up posters. If 
you cannot make this meeting, please contact us by e-mail 
at schmanie@albanyrockclub.com and we will figure out a 
meeting place to get you the posters to distribute.  We will 
also have a schedule to prepare to cover the sixty odd duties 
our club will be assigned during the weekend of the show. 
At some point this schedule will be present at meetings to 
sign up on. Once again, if you want to be on the schedule 
and can’t make the monthly meeting, please e-mail us.

Nominating Committee.
Nominating committee was reactivated to select four mem-
bers to serve as our officers for the coming year (if elected, 
that is). The names will be given at the December meeting 
and a vote of attending members at the January meeting will 
make it official. As usual, we must state that any member 
can nominate some one else at the January meeting as long 
as they have secured that persons approval. 

Trustee Meeting 
The required January meeting of the Board of Trustees will 
be held in January. Chairman, Bob Ballad will announce 
the date at the January meeting. Any member can attend, 

December Banquet Meeting.
Please note that the December meeting of the Capital Dis-
trict Mineral Club will be held on Thursday, December 1, 
2005 in Rexford, NY.  We will not be meeting at the museum. 
You will have until November 28 to pay your $14.00 per 
person fee for the dinner buffet which includes tax and 
tip. Please check other sections of this newsletter for the 
events during the dinner.  We need more people at the din-
ner meeting, please help.  Bring a friend! Please note that 
this year we have included a vegetable dish for those not 
wanting to eat meat.

November Meeting. 
A slide presentation which won the 1st place award from 
the Eastern Federation Mineral and Lapidiary Society in 
the 2003 competition. It dealt with the history of fluorite 
mining in southern Illinois and two museums that have been 
opened in the last ten years, one in Rosiclare, Illinois and 
the other in Marian, Kentucky. There were 110 slides in 
the program and assisting Georg Gearhardt with the read-
ing of the script were Bob Ballad and Benjamin Thomas.  

Dues Are Due.
The Capital District Mineral Club, Inc. has a fiscal year 
that begins with September 1 and ends with August 31.  
That means the new year started already. Look at the 
mailing label on your newsletter and if, after your name, 
the numbers “8/05” appear, your membership has expired 
August 31, 2005. Please renew by completing a membership 
form included in this newsletter or print a fuzzy one from 
our website (address on last page). Send checks, payable to 
the Capital District Mineral Club, to our post office box 
(address on last page), or you can renew at our monthly 
meeting. You will receive your new membership cards (ours 
and EFMLS) either by mail or at the meeting.  Please note 
that you must have an up-to-date membership card to par-
ticipate in the December Auction. You may update on site at 
the dinner.  If you feel that your label is in error, please 
wait for your next newsletter before complaining since the 
labels tend to get printed out ahead of time. Thanks.



but will be unable to vote on any agenda item. It might be 
easier to contact one of the trustees and present your ideas 
and opinions for the good of the club in the coming seasons. 
Class of 2005: Helen Eckler; Max Fischer; Barbara and 
George Gearhardt; Robert Hartig; and Paul Van Schaick. 
Class of 2006: Bob Ballad; Fred Dobert; James Palmer, 
Bob and Elaine Royer; Joyce Vedder; and Anne Woods. 
The Class of 2007: Joseph Almasi; Gerald Boileau; Bruce 
and Charyln Murray; Ruth Schmidt; Richard Stein; and 
Chuck Vedder.

Upcoming Mineral Shows.
December 17, 2005. Macungie, PA. Show; Discount Card 
Club of America; Macungie Memorial Park; Sat. 9-3; con-
tact Ralph Renninger, P.O. Box 251, Emmaus, PA 18049, 
888-285-2781; e-mail: r.renninger@discountcardclub.
net.

Check Your Mineral Inventory 
It’s that time of year again when all rockhounds are packing 
away their new treasures and thinning out the old (donating 
to the club for use at our auctions, raffles, and the “sand-

box” at the February 2006 show). The Vedder’s dropped off 
some Arkansas quartz crystals and some fluorite, calcite, 
mica specimens from an area south of Bancroft, Ontario 
(Chuck said they were not radioactive, but they do fluo-
resce).  Bob Kaufman dropped off a box of specimens at the 
November meeting, included were fern fossils (St. Clare, 
Pa); dog tooth calcites on fossil clam shells (Fort Drum, 
Florida); Dolomite xls on Dolostone (Walworth, NY); 
fluorite (Westmoreland, NH); garnet (Roxbury, Ct); and 
a polished calcite with small apatite crystals (Bear Lake 
Digging area near Bancroft, Canada). 



CAPITAL DISTRICT MINERAL CLUB HOLIDAY BANQUET on DECEMBER 1, 2005

BANQUET: It will be held this year at the Rexford Fire Department (1601 Route 146, Rexford, NY 12148).  The price of the banquet will be $14 
per person.  If you plan to attend, you must pay in advance. Please sign up by November 28, 2005. Feel free to bring a friend, kids, date, or spouse. 

MENU: The meal will be a buffet style dinner as follows: 1. Tossed salad with choice of Italian vinaigrette or Ranch dressing; 2. Beef 
Stroganoff; 3. Chicken and Biscuits; 4. Vegetarian Lasagna; 5. Roasted Red Potatoes; 6. Mixed Vegetables;  7. Fruit Shortcakes/a 
variety of mixed cookies/bars;  and 8. Coffee, Tea, Fruit Punch, and Water.

TIME: Social Hour 6:00 pm; Dinner at 7:00 pm; Auction to follow.

AUCTION: Mark Kilmer will be the auctioneer this year.  Each member is allowed to bring up to three (3) items to include in 
the auction.  Please know the name of the specimen and the specific location where it was found.  We are accepting items hav-
ing to do with earth science which would include rocks, minerals, fossils, lapidary, books, equiptment, etc.  The split is 80/20 
with 80% of the proceeds going to the seller.  Please bring your checkbook or cash. We do not accept credit cards 

GOODIES: There will be door prizes and a goodie at each place setting.

DIRECTIONS: Take I-87 North to exit 8a or 9, and follow the directions given on the map. Distance is about 6 minutes from either 
exit.
 
GIFT EXCHANGE: And as always (although not well publicized), we are doing a gift exchange. Bring a gift with a value of about $5 
wrapped, and exchange it with someone else who has done the same.  Make sure to give them all to Anne Woods upon arrival who will 
then make sure no one gets their own gift back.  She will then make sure everyone gets a new one.  All gifts must be collected before 
any can be returned.
   Reservations and check or money order must be received by November 28, 2005 (deadline has been extended). You may call the 
Gearhardts at 518-355-0670 or mail your reservations and check to the address below with the following information. Please email 
us at schmanie@albanyrockclub.com if you plan on attending.

Names________________________________________________________

Number attending__________           Amount enclosed____________________

E-mail for important club updates: _______________________________________________

Please enclose a check made out to the Capital District Mineral Club and mail to the Capital District Mineral Club, 
PO Box 12814, Albany, NY 12212-2814 



Officers:
President	 Paul Van Schaick	 518-399-5810
Vice Pres	 Robert Stitham	 518-755-2255
Secretary	 Helen Eckler		 518-943-3459
Treasurer	 Ruth Schmidt		 518-943-4876

Newletter Staff:
Anne M. Woods   <schmanie@albanyrockclub.com>
Don Kauffman
Barbara Gearhardt	
George Gearhardt	

Website:
<www.albanyrockclub.com>

The purpose of our club is:

• To promote and encourage the study of mineralogy 
and other applied sciences.

• To cooperate with educational and scientific insti-
tutions in order to bring about a better and more 
general understanding of earth sciences.

• To provide a program with suitable speakers for 
scheduled meetings.  

• To sponsor, direct, and assist in the planning of 
excursions to mineral localities and other places 
of geological interest.

• To cooperate with organizations whose purposes 
are similar to those stated in the foregoing items.


